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Spotllght focuses on drug

.and alcohol mlsperceptlons

" BY JENNIFER-JO
MQ'LTARI
Staﬁ'Wnter _

'I'he November 7 Spetlight Lec-.

e, held in the Pugh Center Com-

mon Room, featured an engaging
. . discussion ‘delivered by Professor
~of Sociology H., Wesley Perkins of
- Hobart andWﬂhamSmithColleges,
e locatedinGeneya,N,Y Thelécture,
" “The ‘Reign of Erfor’ on Campus:

Mspeteepﬁons Aboiif Alcoholand .

’ OtherDmgNomls,”focused onstu-

. dent alcohol congumption, the

misperceptions a. student might

;" have ‘concerning alcohol use and

.. abuseandhow

. affect their intake of the drug.
- Aceording to Pérkins, &tatistics

show,mdstudmts across the na- -

tion agree, thataleghol abuse is the
- number one problem: facing college

campuses today: Twenty-five pEI:-
cent of college smdmts.have alco-

hol problems and; more often than '

mof, more mongy is spent by stu-
- dentsonalcoholthanbooks. Perkins
. feels that the problemhas increased

over recent years because of .
_by-and similar to their peers.

tion were surVeyed conaeming al-
coholuseoncampus;Perkiﬂsfound
. the results surprigsing. In a Core_
AlcoholmdDrugSurveyadnﬁnis—
teredbyPetkmsmdluscolleagues

tions -
_“Why do students have 'this

. students were asked to respond to
.+ “two questions, First, how much al- -
- ,cohql they consume weekly and

sechnd, "how much gleohol they

-believe the -average-student con-

sumes weekly. His survey showed

: that, on average, only 60 percent of

students have one dripk aweek or

more, ‘This appearéd ‘to be the |

“norm” for alcohcl use on college
campuses. When asked the second

question, though, the average re-
sponse was that sfudents believed

that over 88 percent of their fellow -

students hatd one drinkorinore per
week: Perkins raised the questions
"Why does this .answer deviate so
dramatically from the norm?” and

misperception of alcohol use on
campus?” It is- obyious, said
Perkins, that students have the no-
tion that their peers are behaving
ﬁ\adlfferentfashionthanthey ac-

tually are. According to Perkins,"

students often grossly misperceive
what their peers do. In an attempt
to ‘conform, many. students will
drink more or behave in an abnior-
malfashionin orderto feel accepted

- . ‘Perking suggested that one way
toalleviate this problemistocreate

conversahonmechanismsbywhmh_ :

to communicate the actual norms.
He said that students often tend-to
“gensationalize” what happens

y Jennifer.
Professor Eph#esbgey Perkins
when they go to parties or put with
friends. Thisighow misperceptions
of norms occur. If there were chan-
nels of communication through
which the moderation view was

passed, said Perkins, misperception

“of norms would not occur. In

today’ssociety we have a tendency
to follow h:naginary eers, there-
fore becoming ‘a confirmation to
misperceptions of others. =
ProfeSsorPetldnsgoncludedhis
talk by quoting a famous sociolo-
gist, saying, “If something is per-

ceived as real, it is real in its conse-

. quences.’ ” He urged that students
- mustrealize that “noteverybody is

going to be there” and “not every-
bodylsgoingtobedomglt. This
may, hopefully; enable students’
mispereeptions of norms to be
halted.Q)-






